REVIEW OF UNDUE NOISE 8 (13th July 2003) Old Fire Station Bendigo.

By Bill Harrison (frozen_groper@hotmail.com)

Undue Noise showcases experimental and electronic artists from the Bendigo 

area in a very intimate setting. If you didn't't get the train out there for 

Undue Noise 8, this is what missed.

Koba No Gomi. (aka Edward Jones) Warm organ tones spill from keyboards and 

arrange themselves into touching melodies. Some crunching beats (reminiscent 

of Tujiko Noriko) and triggered spoken word passages which sounded like 

someone reading from a phone directory of mental illness. An impressive 

juxtaposition between the naive keyboards, abrasive beats and emotionally 

explicit streams of consciousness. Brilliant.

Print (ex-The Soft Black Stars) began with some explosive bass and random 

drum noises. I was impressed by how well the sounds complemented each other. 

Anyone familiar with acts like the Sea Scouts or Dan Matsuma will know what 

I'm talking about. The problem with Print lay with the lack of structure or 

dynamics. At the start the intensity was exciting but after a while it 

became unrelenting and my ears became desensitized to it's impact. A bit of 

restraint and it would have been a perfect set.

Constructing what can only be described as an electronic ecosystem of 

sounds. Jacques Soddell's talent lies in making listening to unrecognizable 

static bursts and whistling drones a breath-taking adventure. His impeccable 

composition skills allow him to take constantly changing and abstract sounds 

and arrange them in a way that is very organic and even put a smile on your 

face. And this is all done without dumbing-down material or abusing musical 

clichés. The most awe-inspiring performance of the night.

Sig. Int (Darcy Long) built an industrial soundscape akin to standing in the 

middle of a construction site in the year 3040. The distorted buzzing made 

me forget I was in a room full of people and convinced me that robots had 

suddenly taken over the world and were re-arranging things to suit 

themselves. Great stuff.

With some regulars absent, the night ended with a jam which was a bit of a 

mess. But considering how different each act was it was hard to expect 

anything else. Otherwise it was a brilliant night and I'd encourage anyone 

who can make it to be there for the next Undue Noise on September 14th. 

You'll be helping decentralize the music industry as well as witnessing the 

most unique and individual line up of artists you're ever likely to see.
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